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Squire  Thompson  and  Charlotte  Vawter 


The  names  of  Robert  Mitchell 
Thompson  and  Charlotte  Speare  Vaw- 
ter should  go  down  in  the  annals  of 
Lincoln  history  as  the  first  explorers 
in  Lincoln  genealogy  who  attempted 
to  support  their  family  folklore  and 
traditions  with  documentary  evidence. 

The  Lamon  biography  of  the  Presi- 
dent, published  in  1872,  was  indirect- 
ly responsible  in  stirring  to  action 
these  kinsfolk  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln. 

There  was  printed  in  The  Louis- 
ville Commercial  some  time  after  the 
Lamon  book  appeared,  an  article 
which  implied  that  the  parents  of 
Lincoln  may  not  have  been  legally 
married,  that  Abraham  was  an  illegit- 
imate child  of  Nancy.  The  attention 
of  Mrs.  Vawter  was  called  to  the 
article  and  she  was  determined  to  dis- 
cover, if  possible,  evidence  to  refute 
the  supposition.  She  interested  her 
uncle  Squire  Thompson  in  the  mat- 
ter and  through  their  combined  ef- 
forts Mr.  W.  F.  Booker,  clerk  of 
Washington  County,  made  a  thorough 
search  for  the  marriage  papers,  which 


were  eventually  found.  It  is  difi&cult 
to  conceive  of  a  more  important  dis- 
covery in  the  genealogical  story  of  the 
early  Lincolns. 

With  the  legal  marriage  of  Lin- 
coln's parents  three  years  before  his 
birth,  forever  established,  the  em- 
phasis of  the  Herndon  and  Lamon 
illegitimacy  attack  was  shifted  to  the 
mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Plead 
as  best  she  could,  without  a  Lucy 
Hanks'  marriage  record  to  sustain 
her,  Mrs.  Vawter  was  unable  to  over- 
come the  gossip  and  misrepresenta- 
tions about  Lincoln's  mother.  Even 
now  any  attempt  to  support  Mrs. 
Vawter's  reminiscences  about  the 
Shipley  ancestry  of  Lincoln's  mother 
meets  with  a  repetition  of  the  tradi- 
tional Herndon  buggy  ride  story 
featuring  the  alleged  illegitimacy  of 
Nancy  Hanks. 

If  Mrs.  Vawter  and  Mr.  Thomp- 
son were  correct  about  one  genealog- 
ical fact,  generally  contradicted  by 
many,  their  statements  about  other 
family  connections  should  at  least  be 
given  an  appreciative  hearing. 
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Brief  biographical  sketches  of 
these  two  witnesses  may  help  to  reveal 
their  ability  to  speak  with  some  au- 
thority on  historical  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  ancestry  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

Lineal  Descent 

Both  Squire  Thompson  and  Mrs. 
Vawter  were  of  the  same  lineal  de- 
scent, Mrs.  Vawter's  mother,  Naomi 
Thompson,  being  a  sister  of  Squire. 
The  parents  of  Squire  and  the 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Vawter  were 
John  and  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell 
Thompson. 

When  John  Thompson  and  Sarah 
Shipley  Mitchell  contemplated  mar- 
riage it  was  necessary  for  Sarah  to 
secure  a  certificate  of  permission 
from  some  member  of  her  family. 
Both  of  her  parents  being  dead,  she 
secured  her  brother,  Daniel,  to  sign 
this  certificate  which  is  filed  in  the 
Washington  County  Court  House.  It 
follows: 

"I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  no 
objection  to  John  Reed  issuing  a 
marriage  license  to  John  Thompson 
and  Sarah  Mitchell  my  ward.  Jan.  17, 
1800. 

"Daniel  Mitchell 


"Garden 


'Test  Moses  Rice 


"Frances  Berry" 

Frances  Berry,  one  of  the  witnesses, 
was  a  cousin  of  Daniel  Mitchell  and 
a  brother  of  Richard  Berry,  who 
signed  the  Lincoln-Hanks  marriage 
bond  as  "Garden"  for  Nancy  Hanks. 

The  marriage  register  for  Wash- 
ington County,  Kentucky,  under  the 
date  Jan.  16,  1800,  carries  this  cita- 
tion: 


"I  hereby  certify  that  a  marriage 
was  solemnized  Jan.  17,  1800,  be- 
tween John  Thompson  and  Sally 
Mitchell,  according  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  Christian  Church 
by  me. 

"Thomas  Kyle" 

In  the  archives  of  the  Kentucky 
Historical  Society  at  Frankfort,  in 
the  book  recording  vital  statistics 
for  Washington  County  there  is  this 
entry : 

"Sarah  S.  Thompson,  age  74  yrs; 
widow;  birth  place.  North  Carolina; 
parents,  Robert  and  -  -  -  -  Mitchell; 
died,  July  18,  1855;  cause,  paral- 
ysis." 

In  the  Pleasant  Grove  Cemetery  in 
Washington  County  one  may  read 
these  tombstone  inscriptions: 

"John  Thompson  born  Nov.  20, 
1775,  died  March  8,  1850." 

"Sarah  S.  wife  of  John  Thompson 
born  Dec.  31,  1778,  died  July  18, 
1855." 

The  Pleasant  Grove  Cemetery  was 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  from 
where  the  Widow  Bersheba  Lincoln 
and  her  son  Thomas  lived  at  the  time 
John  and  Sarah  were  married. 

The  old  family  Bible  of  Daniel 
Mitchell,  brother  of  Sarah  S. 
Mitchell,  and  son  of  Robert  and  Na- 
omi, allows  us  to  go  back  into  this 
earlier  generation  with  an  authentic 
record.  It  gives  the  names  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah's  parents.  This  is  the 
entry  in  the  old  Bible: 

"Robert  Mitchell  born  August  22, 
1747. 

"Naomi  Mitchell  born  April  26, 
174fi." 

Both  Squire  Mitchell  and  Mrs. 
Vawter  were  descendants  of  those 
Washington  County  families  who  for 
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two  generations  previous  to  the 
President's  birth  had  been  closely 
associated  with  the  Lincolns.  Fur- 
thermore, through  Naomi  Shipley 
Mitchell,  grandmother  of  Squire  and 
great-grandmother  of  Mrs.  Vawter, 
they  were  able  to  trace  their  direct 
relationship  to  Nancy  Hanks,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Lucy  Shipley 
Hanks,  a  sister  of  Naomi  Shipley 
Mitchell. 

It  takes  but  one  more  step  to  iden- 
tify one  of  the  ancestors  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  one  of  the  ancestors  of 
both  Squire  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Vaw- 
ter as  one  and  the  same  person.  His 
name  is  Robert  Shipley,  father  of 
Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell  and  Lucy 
Shipley  Hanks,  and  also  the  father 
of  Rachel  Shipley  Berry  with  whom 
Nancy  Hanks  was  living  when  she 
kept  company  with  the  Widow  Lin- 
coln's youngest  son  who  lived  but  a 
mile  from  the  Berry  home. 

Squire  Robert  Mitchell  Thompson 

Squire  Thompson  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Kentucky,  in 
1812,  three  years  after  Lincoln's 
birth  and  not  far  from  where  Lin- 
coln's parents  were  married.  In 
1824  his  parents,  John  and  Sarah 
Shipley  Mitchell  Thompson,  moved 
their  family  to  Beech  Grove,  near 
Indianapolis,  Indiana.  There  were 
ten  children  in  the  home  where 
Robert   grew    up . 

In  1843  when  Robert  was  thirty- 
one  years  old  several  members  of 
the  Thompson  family  returned  to 
make  their  homes  in  Washington 
County,  Kentucky.  Here  Robert  re- 
mained the  rest  of  his  life  in  the 
same  community  where  he  was  born. 
Squire  Mitchell  Thompson,  as  Rob- 
ert was  more  often  called,  was  a  stal- 


wart figure  six  feet  three  inches  tall 
and  weighed  on  the  average  of  about 
200  pounds.  Abraham  Lincoln,  his 
kinsman,  at  twenty-one  years  old  is 
said  to  have  weighed  200  pounds  and 
was  six  feet  four  inches  tall. 

An  interview  which  Squire  Thomp- 
son gave  a  reporter  of  the  Louisville 
Courier  Journal  is  printed  in  the 
January  5th,  1881,  issue  of  the  paper, 
an  excerpt  from  the  sketch  follows: 

"My  mother  was  a  Mitchell,  a  first 
cousin  of  President  Lincoln's  mother, 
their  mothers  were  Shipleys  from 
North  Carolina.  My  mother  was 
captured  when  a  girl,  in  1790,  by 
the  Indians,  twenty-five  miles  beyond 
Crab  Orchard  at  a  place  called  De- 
feated Camp.  Walter  Caruth  was 
leading  the  expedition.  He  had  led 
parties  into  Kentucky  before.  The 
Indians  rushed  upon  them  with  wild 
hoops  and  commenced  tomahawking. 
Grandmother  was  struck  down  but 
grandfather  stood  by  with  a  spear 
and  carried  her  into  the  Crab  Orchard 
fort.  She  died  next  day.  My  oldest 
uncle  seized  my  mother  by  the  hand 
and  ran  away,  pursued  by  several 
savages.  He  was  about  to  lead  her 
over  a  log  over  a  deep  stream  when 
her  courage  failed  her  and  she  stood 
petrified  with  fear.  Uncle  dashed 
across  the  log  and  escaped.  Mother 
was  carried  into  Canada  and  re- 
mained in  captivity  five  years  with 
the  Pottawatamies.  She  was  also 
carried  about  the  lakes  in  the  vicinity 
of  Detroit,  and  heard  the  guns  of 
St.  Clair  defeated,  and  saw  the  In- 
dians come  in  with  their  booty  and 
prisoners.  My  grandfather  went  in 
search  of  my  mother  and  was 
drowned  on  one  of  his  trips  in  the 
Clinch     River.       He     and     General 
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Adair  were  swimming  the  river  and 
he  was  thrown  from  his  horse.  My 
mother  was  surrendered  under 
Wayne's  Treaty." 

In  1891  when  Squire  Thompson 
was  seventy-nine  years  old  he  signed 
an  affidavit  in  which  he  confirms 
some  of  the  above  statements.  He 
said: 

"This  affiant,  R.  M.  Thompson, 
says  that  he  is  a  native  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Ky.;  79  years  of  age. 
He  was  raised  in  said  county,  and 
has  lived  in  it  all  his  life  except 
eight  years,  when  he  resided  at  In- 
dianapolis, State  of  Indiana.  His 
present  residence  is  Springfield, 
county  and  State  aforesaid.  The 
mother  of  Nancy  (Hanks)  Lincoln, 
who  was  the  mother  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  was  an  own  cousin 
of  affiant's  mother.  Affiant  knew 
well  Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  who  was  a 
grandson  (son)  of  Richard  Berry, 
Sr.,  who  was  the  guardian  of  said 
Nancy  (Hanks)  Lincoln,  wife  of 
Thomas  Lincoln." 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Speare  Hobart 
Vatvter 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Speare  Hobart 
Vawter  was  born  on  October  26, 
1825,  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.     She 


was  the  eldest  of  ten  children  in  the 
family  of  John  and  Naomi  Thomp- 
son Hobart.  Mrs.  Vawter  in  a  let- 
ter dated  September  28,  1895,  states 
with  reference  to  her  father:  "My 
father  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 
Born  in  Abbington,  raised  in  Leices- 
ter. .  .  .  My  father's  name  was  John 
Hobart.  Garrett  A.  Hobart  (Vice- 
President)  is  a  distant  relative." 

In  reference  to  her  mother  she 
writes:  "My  mother  was  a  native  of 
Washington  Co.  Ky.,  Springfield 
being  the  county  seat.  My  parents 
were  married  in  1825."  The  mar- 
riage records  at  Indianapolis  show 
that  John  Hobart  and  Naomi  Thomp- 
son were  married  there  on  January 
20,  1825. 

Miss  Hobart  was  given  the  name 
Charlotte  Speare  in  honor  of  her 
parental  grandmother,  Charlotte 
Speare  Thayre.  The  names  Hobart, 
Speare  and  Thayre  are  familiar  ones 
in  New  England.  Charlotte  was  sent 
to  school  at  Oread  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  es- 
tablished by  Eli  Thayre.  She 
served  as  a  school-teacher  for  many 
years.  On  May  1,  1866,  Miss  Ho- 
bart married  Achilles  Vawter,  an  In- 
dianapolis lawyer.  A  year  or  so 
after  the  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vaw- 
ter moved  to  Ladoga,  Indiana,  where 
Mr.  Vawter  for  a  period  of  five 
years  directed  the  affairs  of  the 
Baptist  Seminary.  The  Vawters  re- 
turned to  Indianapolis  where  Mr. 
Vawter  continued  in  educational 
work  and  in  1877  removed  with  his 
wife  to  Washington  County,  Ken- 
tucky, where  they  had  charge  of  the 
Pleasant  Grove  Academy,  situated 
near  the  place  where  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's parents  were  married  and  not 
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far  from  where  Mrs.  Vawter's  mother 
was  born.  In  Washington  County, 
Kentucky,  while  in  the  schoolroom, 
Mr.  Vawter  was  stricken  with  paral- 
ysis and  later  died  in  Indianapolis, 
January  13,  1886.  Mrs.  Vawter,  a 
highly  cultured  woman  and  an  edu- 
cator, lived  until  January  29,  1916. 
Several  letters  which  she  wrote  about 
her  family  history  are  in  the  archives 
in  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Founda- 
tion. One  written  to  Mrs.  Hitchcock 
on  October  8,  1895,  makes  this  state- 
ment about  her  relatives  and  her  con- 
tact with  her  uncle  Squire  Thomp- 
son: 

"Squire  Mitchell  Thompson,  whose 
picture  you  will  see  on  the  paper  is, 
or  was,  a  son  of  Sarah  Shipley  Mitch- 
ell Thompson,  my  grandmother.  This 
man,  my  uncle — my  mother's  brother, 
was  the  man  who  insisted  upon  the 
search  being  made  by  Mr.  Booker 
County  Clerk  of  Washington  Co.  In 
my  letter  years  before  I  suggested 
to  my  uncle  that  the  search  should  be 
made — ^the  fact  might  more  clearly 
be  stated  by  saying  that  in  that  old 
letter  I  suggested  that  the  papers 
would  probably  be  found  in  that 
old  court  house.  Then  I  urged  the 
effort  by  talking  with  my  uncle." 

Some  facts  from  the  sketch  which 
Mrs.  Vawter  prepared  for  the  Louis- 
ville Courier  Journal  of  February 
20,  1874,  which  are  not  related  by 
Mitchell  Thompson,  reveal  the  con- 
nection between  Mrs.  Vawter's  grand- 
mother and  the  mother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  as  here  made  available. 

"As  I  remember  the  story  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  it  ran  thus:  Her  mother's 
name  before  marriage  was  Shipley, 
and  one  of  her  sisters  married  a 
Mr.    Berry;    another    sister    married 


Robert  Mitchell,  who  also  came  to 
Kentucky  about  the  year  1780 
(1790).  While  on  the  journey  the 
Mitchells  were  attacked  by  the  In- 
dians and  Mrs.  Mitchell  fatally 
wounded.  .  .  .  The  sons  of  this  father 
and  mother  (Robert  and  Naomi  Ship- 
ley Mitchell)  were  afterward  scat- 
tered to  different  parts  of  the  State. 

"One  of  them,  Daniel,  settled  in 
Washington  County,  on  the  Beach 
Fork,  a  few  miles  from  Springfield, 
and  near  his  two  cousins,  Frank  and 
Ned  Berry.  To  these  cousins  came 
Nancy  Hanks,  and  the  legend  is  that 
'her  cheerful  disposition  and  active 
habits  were  a  dower  to  those  pio- 
neers.' Soon  after  Mad  Anthony 
Wayne's  treaty  with  the  Indians,  in 
1794  or  1795,  the  lost  Sarah  was 
returned  to  her  friends,  and  lived  in 
the  home  of  her  uncle,  Richard  Berry, 
with  her  cousins,  Frank  and  Ned 
Berry  and  Nancy  Hanks,  until  both 
girls  were  married. 

"These  girls  were  as  intimate  as 
sisters.  Sarah  Mitchell  was  the 
pupil  of  Nancy  Hanks  in  learning 
to  spin  flax,  the  latter  being  adept 
in  that  now  lost  art.  .  .  .  Sarah 
Mitchell  was  a  woman  of  a  high  or- 
der of  talent.  She  married  a  Vir- 
ginian, had  many  fine  children,  and 
retained  until  her  death  the  greatest 
veneration  for  the  memory  of  her 
cousin,  whose  name  she  gave  to  one 
of  her  daughters.  Modestv  has  laid 
the  impress  of  silence  upon  these  rel- 
atives of  a  noble  woman,  but  ^s-hen 
the  voice  of  calumny  has  presumed 
to  sully  her  name,  they  hurl  the  ac- 
cusation to  the  ground  and  proclaim 
her  the  beautiful  character  they  had 
learned  to  love  long  before  thev 
knew  that  to  her  had  been  given  an 
honored  son. 
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"From  one  who  has  learned  from 
saintly  lips  to  admire  her  grand- 
mother's cousin.         jjp  „   TT  Y  "* 

Folklore  and  Documents 

In  the  reminiscences  of  both  Squire 
Thompson  and  Mrs.  Vawter  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  important 
disagreement.  It  is  evident  that  the 
chief  source  of  their  genealogical 
information  is  from  one  and  the 
same  person,  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell 
Thompson,  mother  of  Squire  and 
grandmother  of  Mrs.  Vawter.  Sarah 
lived  until  1855  and  Squire  was  then 
forty-three  years  old  and  Mrs.  Vaw- 
ter thirty  years  old.  Until  death  he 
continually  lived  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood with  his  mother.  Mrs.  Vaw- 
ter was  born  in  Indianapolis  in  1825 
and  her  grandmother  was  then  living 
there  and  remained  in  Indianapolis 
until  Mrs.  Vawter  was  eighteen 
years  old  and  she  must  have  often 
been  in  the  company  of  her  grand- 
mother. 

Mrs.  Vawter's  own  mother,  Naomi, 
was  named  for  Sarah  Shipley's 
mother,  Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell, 
who  was  massacred  by  the  Indians. 
It  does  not  seem  as  if  there  could 
be  more  direct  or  authentic  evidence 
about  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln than  could  be  given  by  Sarah 
Shipley  Mitchell,  cousin  and  inti- 
mate playmate,  who  actually  lived  in 
the  same  house  with  Nancy  Hanks 
for  five  or  six  years  and  in  the  same 
community  for  another  five  years. 
It  would  not  appear  that  two  better 
informed  people,  as  to  what  Sarah 
remembered  about  family  connections 
could  be  found  than  Squire  Thomp- 
son, her  son,  and  the  highly  cultured 

♦See  Lincoln  Kinsman  No.  3  for  full  text  of 
news  item. 


Mrs.  Vawter,  her  grandchild. 

Few,  if  any,  pieces  of  American 
folklore  dating  back  to  the  later 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century  could 
find  more  complete  confirmation  in 
duly  authorized  public  records  than 
the  story  of  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell's 
capture  by  the  Indians,  her  return 
to  her  people,  and  her  subsequent 
life  and  death.  Literally  hundreds 
of  records  have  been  copied  verifying 
the  facts  as  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
testimonials.  The  many  descend- 
ants of  Rachel  Shipley  Berry, 
Naomi  Shipley  Mitchell,  Anne  Ship- 
ley McCord  and  Margaret  Shipley 
Armstrong  are  all  in  agreement  that 
Lucy  Shipley  Hanks  was  the  sister 
of  these  women  and  the  mother  of 
Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln. 

Since  his  first  investigations  about 
the  dependability  of  the  Squire 
Mitchell  and  the  Mrs.  Vawter  story 
of  Lincoln's  maternal  ancestry,  the 
editor  of  the  Lincoln  Kinsman  has 
never  for  a  moment  doubted  the  le- 
gitimacy of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
mother,  and  he  has  never  wavered 
for  a  moment  from  his  original  claim 
that  the  woman  who  married  Henry 
Sparrow  was  a  widow,  Lucy  Shipley 
Hanks. 

As  an  exhibit  of  the  vast  amount 
of  research  work  done  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  reveal  how  widely  the 
original  sources  have  become  scat- 
tered, a  few  of  the  records  and  their 
location  are  submitted  in  italics  and 
what  these  records  reveal  is  briefly 
noted. 

Virginia,   Lunenburg  County  Court, 

Commission   Reports   for   1750. 

The    names    of    Robert    Mitchell 

(Sr.),    Richard    Berry     (Sr.),     and 

Robert  Shipley  (Sr.),  are  associated 
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as    living 
River. 


on    the    Little    Roanoke 


Virginia,  Bedford  County  Court, 
Deed  Book  4,  Page  86. 

Robert  Shipley  (Sr.)  and  Sarah 
his  wife  sell  to  Daniel  Mitchell,  Jr., 
on  April  30,  1771,  a  tract  of  land 
in  Bedford  County. 


Virginia,  Bedford  County  Court,  Will 
Book  2,  Page  8. 
Settlement  of  estate  of  Daniel 
Mitchell  (d.  1775)  father  of  Rob- 
ert Mitchell,  who  married  Naomi 
Shipley.  There  appears  in  the  set- 
tlement the  name  of  Robert  Shipley, 
father  of  Naomi  Shipley,  from  whom 
there  was  received  a  credit  of  ten 
pounds. 

Virginia,  Bedford  County  Court, 
Deed  Book  F,  Page  65. 
Robert  Shipley  (Jr.)  and  Rachel, 
his  wife,  on  August  22,  1777,  sell 
land  in  Bedford  County  to  Thomas 
Marshall. 


Virginia,  Bedford  County  Court, 
Deed  Book  F,  Page  104. 
James  Hanks  purchased  land  on 
Hatt  Creek  on  March  27,  1780,  in  the 
same  county  where  the  Shipleys  had 
lived  and  James  Mitchell  is  a  witness 
to  the  deed.  Their  land  was  adjacent 
to  Mitchell's  land. 


Virginia,  Campbell  County  Court, 
Deed  Book,  Page  257. 
James  Hanks  sold  to  Daniel  Walker 
on  July  17,  1787,  a  tract  of  land 
on  Hatt  Creek,  adjacent  to  Mitchell 
and  also  to  Sturman,  another  Ship- 
ley relative.  The  witnesses  to  this 
deed  were  Thomas,  Sarah,  and 
Tabetha  Hanks.  The  editor  of  the 
Kinsman  believes  this  James  Hanks 
to   have   been   the   first   husband    of 


Lucy  Shipley  Hanks,  and   father   of 
Nancy  Hanks. 

North  Carolina,  Mecklenburg  County 
Court,  Deed  Book  17,  Page  13. 
David  McCord  and  his  wife,  Anne 
(Shipley)  McCord,  sold  land  to  Rob- 
ert Shipley,  Jr.  on  April  12,  1772. 
Anne  was  a  sister  of  Robert,  also  of 
Rachel  Shipley  Berry,  Naomi  Ship- 
ley Mitchell  and  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks. 

North  Carolina,  Mecklenburg  County 
Court,  Deed  Book  20,  Page  32. 
David  McCord  and  his  wife  Anne 
(Shipley)  McCord  sold  land  to  Rob- 
ert Mitchell  on  April  12,  1776,  ad- 
jacent to  Shipley's  line.  This  is  the 
father  of  Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell. 

Wisconsin,    Madison.    University    of 
Wisconsin  Library,  Draper  Collec- 
tion, Manuscript,  12cc,  Page  13. 
An  account  is  given  of  one  of  Wal- 
ter Caruth's  expeditions  to  Kentucky 
when  many  whites  were  massacred  by 
Indians.     (See  Squire  Mitchell  state- 
ment. ) 


Virginia,  Campbell  County  Court, 
Deed  Book  3,  Page  34. 
Heirs  of  Daniel  Mitchell  (Sr.), 
sells  property  on  December  1,  1790, 
in  Campbell  County.  Among  the 
heirs  are  named  Robert  Mitchell,  and 
Omi  (Naomi)  Mitchell,  parents  of 
Sarah  Shipley  Mitchell. 

Kentucky,  Mercer  Circuit  Court, 
Miscellaneous   Papers. 

A  presentiment  was  brought  against 
Lucy  Hanks  on  November  24,  1789, 
for  fornication  by  a  jury  on  which 
two  of  her  Shipley  relatives  were 
serving.  The  case  was  dismissed 
when  she  married  Henry  Sparrow, 
who  was  probably  the  man  respon- 
sible for  the  presentiment. 
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Kentucky,     Mercer     County     Court, 
Marriage  Papers. 
The    certificate    signed    April    26, 

1790,  in  which  Lucy  Hanks,  mother 
of  Nancy,  about  to  marry  Henry 
Sparrow,  states  she  is  of  age  and 
Robert  Mitchell  and  John  Berry 
affirm  the  fact.  Robert  was  her 
brother-in-law  and  John  her  nephew. 

Kentucky,     Mercer     Circuit     Court, 
Judgments  M. 
Document    showing    that     Robert 
Mitchell    was    alive    on    October    1, 

1791,  died  on  some  unknown  date  in 

1792,  

Illinois,  Chicago,  University  of  Chi- 
cago, Durrett  Collection  Manuscripts. 
Letter  written  May  1,  1793,  by 
Mary  Mitchell,  widow  of  Daniel 
Mitchell  and  grandmother  of  Sarah 
Shipley  Mitchell,  to  Gov.  Isaac 
Shelby  asking  held  to  find  "My 
grandchild  who  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  Indians  in  the  wilderness  last 
fall,  two  years,  her  name  is  Sally 
S.  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Robert 
Mitchell,  deceased." 


Marriage  Register  for  1800. 
Marriage  papers  of  John  Thomp- 
son and  Sarah  S.  Mitchell. 


Kentucky,  Mercer  County  Court,  Will 
Book  2,  Page  238. 
Robert  Mitchell  estate  settled  with 
George  Shipley  and  Adam  Mitchell, 
administrators.  Edward  Shipley's 
bond  is  entered  in  the  appraisal. 

Kentucky,  Washington  County  Court, 
Will  Book  A,  Page  134. 
Will  of  Richard  Berry  (Sr.)  pro- 
bated December  4,  1798,  names  wife, 
Rachel  (Shipley),  four  daughters 
and  three  sons  named  Richard,  Fran- 
ces and  Edward.  Mordecai  Lincoln, 
brother  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  appoint- 
ed an  appraisor  of  his  estate. 

Kentucky,  Washington  County  Court, 


Kentucky,  Washington  County  Court, 
Marriage  Papers  1806. 

Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  son  of  Rachel 
Shipley  Berry,  and  a  cousin  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  signs  the  Lincoln-Hanks  mar- 
riage bond.      

Kentucky,    Taylorsville,   Old  Family 
Bible  of  Daniel  Mitchell. 

The  dates  of  the  birth  of  Robert 
Mitchell  and  Naomi  (Shipley) 
Mitchell  are  inscribed. 


Kentucky,  Frankfort,  State  Historical 
Society  Archives,  Vital  Statistics. 
Sarah  S.  Thompson  entry  gives  the 
name  of  parents'  birthplace  in  North 
Carolina,  date  of  her  death  and  cause 
of  her  death. 


Kentucky,     Washington     County, 
Pleasant  Grove  Cemetery. 

Tombstone  inscriptions  give  the 
birth  and  death  dates  of  John  and 
Sarah  Shipley  Thompson. 

Indiana,    Marion    County,    Marriage 
Reports. 
Record   of  the   marriage   of   John 
Hobart  and  Naomi  Thompson,  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Vawter. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  one 
statement  made  by  William  Hern- 
don  in  reporting  a  traditional  con- 
versation with  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
a  traditional  buggy  ride  which  he 
claims  occurred  twenty  years  before 
he  revealed  the  incident,  should  be 
accepted  in  preference  to  the  reminis- 
cence of  a  man  whose  own  mother 
lived  in  the  very  home  with  Nancy 
Hanks,  and  whose  testimony  can  be 
supported  with  the  above  exhibits 
of  documentary  evidence. 
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